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College Application 

and 

Financial Aid Seminar 

                                  

Schedule of Events 

Wednesday, November 18, 2015 

 

Information Session — Cafeteria 

“Answering Your Questions About 

Dollars for Scholars” 

Southern York County Foundation 

6:00pm — 6:10pm 

 

Seminar — Cafeteria 

“The College Application Process” 

6:15pm — 6:35pm 

 

Seminar — Cafeteria 

“Writing the College Essay — What You Need to Know” 

6:40pm — 6:55pm 

 

Financial Aid Seminar — Cafeteria 

Presented by financial aid representative from Penn State/York 

7:00pm - 8:00pm  

 

 

 

    



If a student is going to need financial aid to meet college expenses, it is important to know 

what aid is available. Financial aid can provide money for both direct educational costs 

(tuition, fees, books, etc.) and personal living expenses (food, housing, transportation, etc.). 

Although it is never too early to do financial aid planning, financial aid applications cannot be 

filed until the senior year of high school and, in most cases, after January 1. The 2016-2017 

FAFSA should be completed as soon as possible after January 1, if post-secondary education 

is planned to begin in the Fall of 2016. 

      

FAQ?? 

What Sources of Financial Aid are 

Available?   

Financial aid is generally available 

from: 

•  Federal Government 

•  State Government 

•  Post-Secondary Institutions 

•  Private Organizations 

Check newspapers, foundations, 

religious organizations, clubs, 

libraries, employers, high school 

guidance bulletin board, etc. to 

be aware of scholarships and loans. 

      

On What Basis Is Financial Aid 

Awarded? 

Factors that may influence the 

financial aid package include: 

•  Financial need 

•  Available funds 

•  Academic performance 

•  Student activities 

•  Athletic/artistic ability 

•  Diversity—gender, ethnicity, 

geography, etc. 

      

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

What are the Forms of Financial Aid? 

Grants—do not have to be repaid, 

include need-based grants, merit-

based scholarships, fellowships, and 

tuition waivers. 

      

Awards—based on academic merit, 

athletics, or other talents.  Financial 

need is generally not a factor in 

determining eligibility, and 

scholarships usually do not have to 

be repaid. 

      

Loans—available through state and 

federal programs and are based on 

the student’s financial need. These 

loans are offered at very low 

interest rates and students are not 

required to begin repaying the loan 

until after graduation. 

      

Work Study— The federal govern- 

ment provides funds for part-time 

employment on campus.      

 

 

 



What is the Deadline for Filing Financial Aid Applications? 

Although the deadlines for filing are listed on the FAFSA, it is important to check institutional 

deadlines in order to be eligible for their specific awards. Some of these deadlines are as early as 

February 15. 

      

How is Financial Aid Determined? 

Financial aid is based on income and asset information from both the student and his/her parents 

that is filed on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). An Expected Family 

Contribution (EFC) is calculated and subtracted from what it will cost the student to attend a 

given institution for a specified length of time (usually one academic year). If the college costs 

more than the family can contribute, the student has financial need. Students are usually eligible 

for financial aid equal to the amount of the demonstrated financial need. Factors such as unusual 

circumstances (unemployment, large medical bills, etc.) should be reported directly to the 

Financial Aid Office at the post-secondary institution of choice. 

 

*Nearly two-thirds of students receive some type of financial aid. 

      

Cost of Attendance (at a particular institution) (COA) 

minus Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

~ Financial Need 

      

How Do I Apply For Aid? 

1. Look at the financial aid website for each college, business school, or trade school you are 

considering attending. Read it carefully, it will give you important information about the 

school’s aid program, specific deadlines, etc. 

      

2. COMPLETE THE REQUIRED FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION(S) ONLINE. ALL Pennsylvania 

residents attending a post-secondary school during the 2016-2017 academic year are required 

to file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form to be eligible for financial aid 

(including state and federal grants, college work-study, and federal supported loans). You may 

indicate up to ten institutions that will receive your information on the online form. The FAFSA 

website is www.fafsa.ed.gov. A paper FAFSA can be obtained by calling 800-433-3243 or by 

downloading and printing one from the website at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

 

DO NOT USE A SEARCH ENGINE SUCH AS GOOGLE TO FIND THE FAFSA. YOU MAY END UP AT A 

WEBSITE THAT REQUIRES YOU TO PAY FOR THE APPLICATION. ALWAYS TYPE THE WEB 

ADDRESS DIRECTLY INTO YOUR BROWSER.  

 

In addition to the FAFSA, the CSS/Financial Aid Profile may be required by some private 

institutions. Contact the institution(s) that you are considering to determine if any forms in 

addition to the FAFSA are needed. There is a fee for processing the CSS/Financial Aid Profile. 

 

 



Tips on Completing the FAFSA 

      

The government considers the family the primary source of financial funds for post-secondary schooling and 

financial aid is intended to supplement rather than replace family resources. Students are also expected to 

contribute as much as possible. Eligibility for financial aid depends on the Expected Family Contribution 

(EFC) which is calculated based on both parent and student contribution. The Expected Family Contribution 

(EFC) is how much money a family can reasonably be expected to contribute toward educational expenses 

and is determined by the federal government, not the family. Factors affecting eligibility include: parents’ 

annual income and assets (savings, investments, etc.), age of older parent, student’s income and assets, 

family size, and number of family members attending college. (Parents attending college are excluded from 

federal EFC calculations.) 

      

 File your FAFSA form as early as possible after January 1, 2016. Be sure to check college deadlines! 

Apply on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  

      

 Answer ALL communication that you receive regarding financial aid. Failure or refusal to supply ALL 

requested information WILL result in the termination of the financial aid process! If you have any 

questions, contact the SHS Guidance Office or PHEAA at 1-800-692-7392 between 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM.  

(This number handles questions regarding the completion and the status of the application.) Federal 

financial aid questions can be answered by calling 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243). 

           

 To apply using FAFSA on the web, the student and one parent must have a FSA ID. Apply online for an 

FSA ID at fsaid.ed.gov before the FAFSA first becomes available. There is also a link at 

www.fafsa.ed.gov. This must be done at least three days prior to filing the FAFSA. We strongly encourage 

you do this as soon as possible.  

 

 Both the parent and the student must have a separate email address to complete the FAFSA. 

      

 Establish a financial aid file for each student in your family who is attending a post-secondary school. 

KEEP A COPY OF BOTH YOUR 2015 TAX RETURN AND THE FAFSA FORM IN THESE FILES FOR FUTURE 

REFERENCE. 

      

 Seek grants and scholarships first, since they require no re-payment.  

      

 Do not disqualify yourself from receiving financial aid. File the financial aid forms even if you don’t think 

you qualify. 

      

 The best source of information about financial assistance is the financial aid administrator at the post-

secondary institution. 

      

 Special consideration forms are available for families who experience a death, disability, separation, 

divorce, parent enrolled in college, unusually high medical expenses, unemployment or loss or reduction 

of employment or wages after filing financial aid forms. Parents and/or students experiencing one or 

more of these situations should contact the Financial Aid Office at the post-secondary institution. 

      

 MAKE SURE THAT YOU USE THE CORRECT SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, AS ANY OMISSION OR MISTAKE 

WILL SIGNIFICANTLY DELAY THE APPLICATION PROCESS OR REQUIRE YOU TO BEGIN THE 

APPLICATION OVER.   

      

DON’T DELAY—Apply now for an FSA ID at fsaid.ed.gov or fafsa.ed.gov. Both the parent(s) and each 

dependent student should have an FSA ID. Obtain your FSA ID before beginning the FAFSA application 

process. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Federal Financial Aid Program 

      

 Federal Pell Grant — Pell is a need-based grant that does not have to be repaid. This grant is for 

undergraduates only and based on Expected Family Contribution (EFC). The maximum grant is $5,775 per 

year for full-time enrollment. Note: Males 18 years or older must be registered with the Selective Service 

in order to be eligible. Pell Grants are generally limited to lower income families. Maximum EFC for 

eligibility is $5,198.  

      

 Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) - Available to students with 

exceptional financial need with priority given to Federal Pell Grant recipients. This is campus-based aid 

for undergraduates only. The maximum grant is $4,000 per year dependent on funds available at the 

school or campus. 

      

 Federal Work-Study (FWS) - Available to undergraduate and graduate students with financial need.  

This program is campus/community based aid through an hourly wage for employment on or off campus. 

      

 Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant - Provides up to 

$3,728/year for a student who agrees to work full-time in a high-need field in a public or private 

elementary or secondary school that serves low income students. If they do not meet the requirements 

within eight years of graduating, the grants become unsubsidized loans. 

          

All federal student loans are made directly through the US Department of Education.  Four loan programs are 

available through the Federal Direct Loan Program. Students and parents may apply for these loans through 

their post-secondary school’s website or at www.studentloans.gov. 

      

FEDERAL STUDENT LOANS 

 Loan is made in the name of the student with no obligation to the parent (no credit check or co-

signer) 

 Loan amounts based on the program of study and credits earned. 

Subsidized Loan—Interest free while student is enrolled at least part-time; repayment begins 6                                                                          

months after graduation unless student drops below half-time enrollment. Repayment up to 10 years. 

Unsubsidized Loan—Interest accrues while in school. Repayment up to 10 years. 

 Repayment begins 6 months after the student ceases half-time enrollment. 

      

FEDERAL PARENT LOANS FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS (PLUS LOAN) 

 Awarded to parent(s) of dependent student in addition to, or in lieu of, a Federal Student Loan. EFC 

does not limit access to this program. 

 Parent borrower must be “credit worthy”. 

      

LOAN FORGIVENESS PROGRAMS 

Special conditions apply for Federal Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program and the Public Service Loan 

Forgiveness Program. *See www.studentaid.ed.gov for specific details. 

      

AMERICAN OPPORTUNITY TAX CREDIT/LIFETIME LEARNING CREDIT 

 Review IRS Publication 970 at www.irs.gov. 

  

IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN SERVICE GRANT 

 Parent/Guardian member of U.S. Armed Forces who died as a result of service in Iraq or Afghanistan 

after the events of September 11, 2001. 

 Additional information available at www.studentaid.ed.gov. 



PENNSYLVANIA FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS 

      

STATE FINANCIAL AID PROGRAM/STATE GRANTS (PHEAA) 

 Use FAFSA to apply: A FAFSA filed by May 1st is needed for four-year programs; August 1st for trade and 

technical programs, community college or hospital school of nursing. 

 $4,340 maximum at PA Schools only (full-time students).  

 $554 maximum at an out of state reciprocal schools. Reciprocal states are Delaware, District of 

Columbia, Massachusetts, Ohio, Rhode Island, Vermont, and West Virginia.  

 Awards based on PHEAA’s review of family financial circumstances, student’s enrollment status, cost of 

the school. 

 Students must be a PA resident 12 months prior to filing the FAFSA. 

      

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (EAP~ FOR PA NATIONAL GUARD) 

•  Available to students who enter into a six-year service commitment with the PA National Guard. 

•  Both full-time and part-time student awards. 

•  Enlistment commitment must be fulfilled or the funds must be repaid with interest. 

•  Apply through the National Guard at 1-800-GO-GUARD. 

      

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION GRATUITY PROGRAM (PEGP) 

 For children of PA police officers, firefighters, rescue and ambulance squad members, correction 

employees, National Guard members who have died in the line of duty.  

 Application available through PHEAA; deadline is March 31. 

      

CHAFEE EDUCATION TRAINING GRANT PROGRAM 

 Offers up to $4,750/year for foster care or former foster care youth. 

 Eligible youth can apply by downloading an application at www.pheaa.org. 

      

PARTNERSHIPS FOR ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION (PATH) 

 Partnerships with community-based PA organizations that award scholarships to PA residents. 

 Eligible PA residents may receive a matching grant from PHEAA for qualifying post-secondary 

institutions. 

 A list of PATH partners is available at PHEAA.ORG. 

      

PENNSYLVANIA TARGETED INDUSTRY PROGRAM (PA-TIP) 

 Students enrolled in programs for Energy, Advanced Materials and Manufacturing, Agriculture, and Food 

Production. 

 Need-based awards that can be used to cover tuition, books, fees, supplies, and specific living expenses. 

 Approved programs are greater than 10 weeks but less than two years. 

 Application and additional information available at www.pheaa.org/PA-TIP. 

      

STATE WORK-STUDY PROGRAM (SWSP)  

 Undergraduate students must be eligible for a PA State Grant.  

 Jobs available in community service and must be related to the student’s major and/or minor.  

 Information and applications are also available through website www.pheaa.org/SWSP.  

 

      

 

OTHER PROGRAMS ARE AVAILABLE. GO TO WWW.PHEAA.ORG 

http://www.pheaa.org/PA-TIP


FINANCIAL AID RESOURCES WEBSITES 

(800) 4-FED (1-800-433-3243) 

 

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID 

 www.fsaid.ed.gov - to obtain ID to sign FAFSA 

 www.fafsa.gov– Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 1-800-433-3243 

 www.collegeboard.org (CSS/Financial Aid Profile) 

 www.pheaa.org  

  

FINANCIAL AID RESOURCES 

 www.ed.gov/finaid.html - funding your education, student guide, tax benefits of higher education 

 www.studentaid.ed.gov – publications on student aid, portal for student aid, tax credits 

 www.pheaa.org (PA State Grants and special programs) 

 www.nasfaa.org – National and international assistance 

 www.finaid.org – sources of financial aid – scholarships, grants, loans, scams    

 www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov – estimate EFC and eligibility for federal student aid 

 

COLLEGE SAVINGS 

 www.collegesavings.org 

 www.upromise.com/aes - Nation-wide program that allows families to save for college by purchasing the 

products of participating manufacturers.  “Friends and family” option allows the cardholder to have the 

savings of others added to their account – way for parents of young children to accumulate savings for 

future college expenses and for parents to help college grads to help children pay off student loans. 

 www.finaid.org/calculators 

 www.aessuccess.org – create account, manage student loans, learn about repayment, get forms and 

student loan information 

 

SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH 

 www.fastweb.com – comprehensive scholarship search 

 www.scholarships.com – comprehensive scholarship search 

 www.collegeboard.org 

 www.fastaid.com – comprehensive scholarship search 

 www.EducationPlanner.org – comprehensive scholarship database 

 www.scholarshipexperts.com – comprehensive scholarship database 

 www.schoolsoup.com – comprehensive scholarship database 

 www.collegescholarship.org – comprehensive scholarship database 

 www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org – free scholarship search 

 www.hsf.net – Hispanic Scholarship fund 

 www.naacp.org/page/s/scholarship2 - NAACP scholarship information and application 

 www.blackexcel.org - free minority college and scholarship information 

 www.collegetreasure.com/scholarengine.html - free scholarship search 

 

ATHLETICS 

 www.ncaa.org – National Collegiate Athletic Association 

 www.naia.org – National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 

 www.njcaa.org – National Junior College Athletic Association 

 www.va.gov – Department of Veterans Affairs 

 

https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.pheaa.org/
http://www.ed.gov/finaid.html
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/
http://www.pheaa.org/
http://www.nasfaa.org/
http://www.finaid.org/
https://fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/f4cForm?execution=e1s1
http://www.collegesavings.org/
http://www.upromise.com/aes
http://www.finaid.org/calculators
http://www.aessuccess.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.fastaid.com/
http://www.educationplanner.org/
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com/
http://www.schoolsoup.com/
http://www.collegescholarship.org/
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.hsf.net/
http://www.naacp.org/page/s/scholarship2
http://www.blackexcel.org/
http://www.collegetreasure.com/scholarengine.html
http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.naia.org/
http://www.njcaa.org/
http://www.va.gov/


INSTITUTIONAL AID 

Grants, scholarships, discounts, loans and/or employment may be available at the school of your 

choice.  Each institution differs, so contact the Financial Aid Office at each school.  Institutional 

applications may be required.  Deadlines are important! 

 

PRIVATE SOURCES 

Many private sources of scholarships and/or loans are available through agency sponsorships, 

company-sponsored tuition reimbursement plans, VA benefits, Amen-Corps, the PA National 

Guard, churches and civic organizations. 

 

NOTE:  Shop around for student loans.  Different rates are available from different lenders. 

 

 

Be sure to use www.fafsa.ed.gov. Websites with similar addresses exist  

(example www.fafsa.com, etc.). 

If the website asks for a registration/processing fee, it is probably a “for-a-fee” website. 

The federal government does not require a fee to file the FAFSA. 

 

      

 
 

 

                                 SCHOLARSHIP SCAMS 

      

Remember the #1 rule regarding scams: “If you must pay money to get money, it might be a 

scam.” 

      

For information regarding scholarship scams: 

www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0082-scholarship-and-financial-aid-scams 

 

To check on complaints against a company go to www.bbb.com 

       

Six signs of a scholarship scam are as follows: 

    1. “The scholarship is guaranteed or your money back” 

    2. “You can’t get this information anywhere else” 

    3. “I just need your credit card or bank account number to hold this scholarship” 

    4. “We’ll do all the work” 

    5. “The scholarship will cost some money” 

    6. “You’ve been selected…” or “you’re a finalist,” in a contest you never entered 

      

The guidance office urges you to call us if you receive a letter in the mail that you believe maybe 

a scholarship scam. You can also find out how to spot, stop, and report a scam by contacting the 

Federal Trade Commission at www.ftc.gov or the National Fraud Information Center at 

www.fraud.org. 

     

http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0082-scholarship-and-financial-aid-scams
http://www.bbb.com/
http://www.ftc.gov/
http://www.fraud.org/


DUAL ENROLLMENT 

 

Any junior or senior who would like to take a college course in the spring of 2016 at HACC, York 

College or Penn State/York at a reduced tuition rate can obtain information in the college 

admissions office.  

 

If your student has taken any college credits prior to enrolling in college for the 2016-2017 

academic year, please take note of the following information for the FAFSA question: “When you 

begin the 2016-2017 school year, what will be your grade level?” Fill in: “Never attended college 

first year undergraduate.” The incorrect answer on this question could affect the number of years 

your student is eligible for Pennsylvania State Grants. 

      

      

You and the FAFSA 

Paying for college is a family responsibility that requires family input. If your child 

is still a dependent, you should take the necessary actions to ensure that he or 

she has access to as much student aid as possible. In part, this means providing 

your financial information on student aid forms, including the FAFSA (Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid).  

The purpose of the FAFSA is to gather information on a family's income, assets, 

and other resources to determine a student's eligibility for student aid. Since 

many types of student aid are "need based," eligibility is often based on the 

family's financial picture. Colleges therefore need the FAFSA to assess a family's 

finances and award need-based dollars. 

Without the required parent data, the FAFSA is incomplete, and student aid 

cannot be awarded. 

To Pay or Not to Pay 

One of the basic principles of student aid in the United States is that families are 

expected to pay for college costs to the best of their ability. This is true even if 

parents are unwilling or unable to contribute to college costs. 

Providing your financial information on the FAFSA does not mean you will be 

forced to pay for your child's college costs. It is your choice if you want your child 

to pay for his or her own education. But if you don't provide your financial 

information on the FAFSA, you will also be denying your child access to most 

student aid programs. 

Don't let this happen 

http://www.educationplanner.org/students/paying-for-school/student-aid-101/importance-of-fafsa.shtml
http://www.educationplanner.org/students/paying-for-school/student-aid-101/importance-of-fafsa.shtml

